






FinTech Atlanta 2025 Impact Report

FinTech Atlanta plays a vital role in strengthening our 

region’s innovation economy. Arketi is proud to support 

an organization that brings together leaders, ideas, and 

momentum in a way that helps Atlanta continue to grow 

as a globally recognized fintech hub. The value FinTech 

Atlanta creates for the broader ecosystem is real, and 

we’re excited to be part of it.”

“

Mike Neumeier, APR 

CEO 

Arketi Group
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FinTech Atlanta — The Strategic Advantage

The Value of Board Participation

Business Development

	– Access to scaling fintech companies

	– Exposure to potential customers, partners, and 

acquisition targets

	– Strategic partnerships and knowledge sharing 

with industry leaders

Brand & Ecosystem

	– C-level networking with leaders across the 

fintech and payments ecosystem

	– Strategic amplification of member stories across 

Atlanta’s fintech community

	– Platform visibility in national and global  

fintech conversations

	– Participation in board governance, strategic 

discussions, and ecosystem initiatives

Talent & Innovation

	– Direct engagement with emerging fintech talent 

	– Workforce visibility, recruiting pathways, and 

experiential learning projects

	– Early access to emerging technologies and 

innovation trends

Opportunities to Engage

	– Participation in flagship programs and  

ecosystem initiatives

	– Hosting industry events and convenings

	– Contributing thought leadership and  

industry insights

	– Helping shape the direction of Atlanta’s  

fintech ecosystem

Mission

FinTech Atlanta is a coalition of companies working 

to advance Atlanta as the recognized global capital 

of financial technology.

We unite fintech leaders, innovators, and 

ecosystem partners around a shared mission: 

building and sustaining a world-class fintech 

ecosystem and strengthening Atlanta’s leadership 

in financial technology through collaboration, 

innovation, and talent development.



FinTech Atlanta Board Members
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FinTech Atlanta Leadership

FinTech Atlanta Executive Committee

Jonathan O’Connor
Division President, Third-Party Payments 
Synovus 
Chair, FinTech Atlanta

Jay Morgan
Founder 
JL Morgan Company Inc.

Kristi Brigman
Chief Economic Development Officer 
Metro Atlanta Chamber

Joe Radest
Founder 
1 Step Technologies

Jane Elliott
Chief Human Resources Officer 
NCR Voyix

Nandan Sheth
CEO & Board Director 
Splitit

Keith Hartford
President 
WNA Ltd

Larry Williams
President & CEO 
Technology Association of Georgia

FinTech Atlanta Team

Ania Lackey 
Executive Director 
FinTech Atlanta

Jessica Jones 
Executive Coordinator 
FinTech Atlanta

Kelly Moyer 
Chief Accounting Officer, Deluxe 
Chief Financial Officer 
FinTech Atlanta
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New Members of the Board of Directors

In 2025, FinTech Atlanta welcomed the following leaders to our Board:

Catherina Blewitt
Vice President, Technology 
IDA Ireland

Kristi Brigman
Chief Economic Development Officer 
Metro Atlanta Chamber

Abhishek Chugh
Vice President, Strategy and 
Monetization 
Visa

Dave Dowsett
Global Head of AI, Emerging 
Technology and Innovation 
Invesco

Dom Morea
President, Platforms & Payments 
Fullsteam

Brandon Obenauf
Head of Payments and Platforms 
Equifax

Heather Valentine
Head of Corporate Affairs Programs 
& Planning 
Global Payments

Jaime Yeager
Sales Executive 
Checkout.com

 

Recognizing Ecosystem Leaders

FinTech Atlanta has been advancing Atlanta’s fintech ecosystem for more than a decade. In 2025, we 

recognized several individuals whose contributions have played an important role in shaping and growing our 

organization.

At our Q4 Board meeting, we honored:

Nelson Chu
Managing Director 
Kinetic Ventures

Robert Green
Director of Strategic Partnerships 
Polsinelli

Brad Culp
Managing Partner and  
Advisory Board Member 
WNA

Grant Wainscott
Founder and Managing Partner  
ABF Cross Border Advisors, LLC.
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Building and maintaining bilateral relationships in fintech 

is ongoing work. As companies, diplomats, and trade 

representatives move between markets, FinTech Atlanta 

plays a critical role in sustaining long-term connections 

with institutions and countries, not just individuals.”

“

Grant Wainscott 

Founder and Managing Partner 

ABF Cross Border Advisors, LLC
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Programs Advancing the Ecosystem

Ask An Advisor
Ask An Advisor (A³) provides startups and early-

stage fintech companies with direct access to  

the best and brightest individuals leading the 

fintech industry. A³ is designed to connect  

these companies with those who make things 

happen – senior execs versed in the complexities 

of our industry. 

 

Program Director

FinTech Atlanta Ambassadors
The FinTech Atlanta Ambassadors program  

consists of a diverse group of executive leaders 

who help us share the story of both FinTech  

Atlanta and our robust ecosystem — with  

audiences locally and overseas.

Program Director

Ian Stuttard
Program Director 
FinTech Atlanta

Grant Wainscott
Founder and Managing Partner  
ABF Cross Border Advisors, LLC.

Run it by the Buyers 
FinTech Atlanta hosts Run it by the Buyers events 

to encourage commercial collaboration between 

large corporations (“Buyers”) and promising 

Georgia fintech companies building innovative 

new products, solutions, and services (“Sellers”). 

 

Program Director

Ali Raza
Managing Principal 
Blue Leviathan

Chris Stanley
SVP, Payments & Technology 
Georgia Banking Company

Marcelo Bernal 
President & Chief Revenue Officer 
Buckzy Payments Inc.



FinTech for Good 
FinTech for Good is a collaborative initiative 

uniting financial services leaders to drive positive 

change across four pillars: fighting financial 

crime, increasing value chain trust, advancing 

financial inclusion, and promoting sustainability. 

The program leverages the fintech community’s 

collective expertise to create a safer, more 

equitable financial future. 

 

Program Director

FinTech Forward
FinTech Forward is a sponsorship initiative that 

connects Atlanta-based fintech startup founders 

with corporate leaders in the ecosystem. Through 

the program, sponsors select a founder to join the 

FinTech Atlanta board of directors, gaining access 

to board-level insights, networking opportunities, 

and ongoing mentorship. FinTech Forward is 

designed to foster deeper engagement between 

high-potential founders and the region’s 

established fintech community.

Amy Barbieri
Senior Strategic Relationship Advisor 
Tesari AI

GenNext Insights
GenNext Insights creates opportunities for 

university students to gain real-world experience 

working with businesses to develop solutions 

and ideas for emerging business problems. These 

student-led consulting groups help businesses 

drive investment decisions while building their 

own portfolios and resumes.  

 

Program Director

Bob Trotter
Sr. Executive Partner, Gartner 
Assistant Director, FinTech Certificate 
Program, University of Georgia 
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Conversations Shaping the Future of Fintech

Throughout the year, FinTech Atlanta hosts industry leaders and experts at our quarterly Board meetings to 

share insights on issues shaping the future of financial services and financial technology.

Speakers included:

Abhishek Chugh
Vice President, Strategy & Monetization 
Visa

Bo Fears
Commissioner 
Georgia Department of Banking & Finance

Shellie Creson
Chief Risk Officer 
Synovus

Rob Fisher
AI GTM Leader - South Region  
Google

Dave Dowset
Global Head AI and  
Advanced Engineering 
Invesco

Kunal Grover
Director of Product and Strategy:  
AI Center of Excellence (Fintech) 
Global Payments

Jane Elliott
Chief Human Resources Officer 
NCR Voyix

Laura Gibson-Lamothe
Executive Director 
Georgia Fintech Academy

Sanjay Sama 
Partner 
JM Search

Jay Morgan
Founder 
JL Morgan Co. / ATPC

Adrian Tatsch
VP AI Technology & Innovation 
Equifax 

Brandon Powell
CEO 
HatchWorks AI

Jordan Reynolds
MALPB CEO and 
Head of North America Banking 
Checkout.com
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FinTech Atlanta would not exist without the engagement of more 

than 40 corporate leaders on our Board, along with a dedicated 

group of volunteers representing fintech companies and ecosystem 

partners across Georgia.

Together, we accelerate innovation, strengthen the talent pipeline, 

and elevate Atlanta’s global fintech leadership.

For more information about participating in  
FinTech Atlanta, please contact:

Ania Lackey 

Executive Director 

FinTech Atlanta 

alackey@fintechatlanta.org

Investing in the Mission
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FinTech Atlanta is a coalition of companies working 

to advance Atlanta as the recognized global capital of 

financial technology.

We unite fintech leaders, innovators, and ecosystem 

partners around a shared mission: building and sustaining 

a world-class fintech ecosystem and strengthening 

Atlanta’s leadership in financial technology through 

collaboration, innovation, and talent development.

www.fintechatlanta.org 

www.linkedin.com/company/fintech-atlanta

FinTech Atlanta 

191 Peachtree Street NE 

Suite 3400  

Atlanta, GA 30303
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